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gloried in the happiness of enjoying the literature of four universi-
ties." The result of the rivalry was that neither petition was granted,
for Cromwell was more inclined to favour Durham as a seat for a
university. Conditions at Durham were also more favourable. An
Act of 1649 had dissolved all cathedral and collegiate chapters, and
Durham cathedral and the houses of the chapter stood empty.
All that was needed was to obtain a grant of the endowments.
Accordingly, when Cromwell was at Edinburgh in 1651, a deputa-
tion went over from Durham to meet him. Nothing came of the
interview, for Cromwell was far too busy with other matters, and it
was not until 1656 that the Privy Council issued an order founding
a college at Durham. In May 1657 letters patent set forth its
constitution. It was to be in charge of a master or Provost. The
corporate body was to consist of two senior Fellows, twelve other
Fellows (four professors, four tutors, four schoolmasters), twenty-
four scholars, and twelve exhibitioners. It was to be known as the
Provost, Fellows, and Scholars of the College of Durham, and its
revenue was to be drawn from the cathedral chapter-lands. Per-
mission to establish a printing-press was also given. At the end of
1658 the college authorities petitioned Richard Cromwell for a
charter to turn the college into a university. This was opposed by
Oxford and Cambridge, but before anything could be settled the
Restoration occurred and the dean and chapter returned to the
cathedral
The idea of a University of Durham was raised at the beginning
the 19th century. The University of Durham began as an ecclesi-
astical foundation and was endowed from the revenues of the see
and cathedral chapter. It was established by an Act of Parliament
in 1832 which enabled "the Dean and Chapter of Durham to appro-
priate part of their church to the establishment of a university in
connection therewith." The charter was granted in 1836. The
university was of the residential type and its curriculum was
modelled on that of the ancient universities. Its students resided
in residential colleges within the bishop's palace.
In 1832 also, a College of Medicine was founded at Newcastle-
on-Tyne and it became associated with the university in 1852. The
highly industrial Tyneside felt the need for advanced scientific and
technical training, and this was met by the institution of a College
of Physical Science in Newcastle in 187 L The college was affiliated
to the university in 1874. The College of Science received increased
endowments in 1904 and began to develop an arts faculty. From